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Plastic

01 Four-hundred grit on a random orbital sander.

02 Five-hundred grit on a dual-action sander.

03 Eastwood’s Blue Compound on a string buffer at 1800 rpm—keep it moving, don’t be too
aggressive and don't let the plastic get hot.

04 Finish it with a final polishing using Iverson’s Metalsome for Plastic.

PLASTIC
FANTASTIC

How to Restore Plastic Lenses
PLASTIC TRIM PIECES USUALLY DON'T FARE

WELL AGAINST THE TEST OF TIME—NICKS, CRACKS, CHIPS AND

SCRATCHES TEND TO MAKE THEM LOOK THEIR AGE. THANKS TO THE
REPRODUCTION MARKET, YOU CAN BUY REPLACEMENT LENSES FOR THE
MOST POPULAR MODELS, AND IF YOU'RE A ForD ENTHUSIAST, THANKS
TO DENNIS CARPENTER, YOU CAN GET MANY PIECES FOR COMPARA-
TIVELY UNPOPULAR FORD MODELS, ON ACCOUNT OF HIS ACCESS TO
THE ORIGINAL FOMOCO TOOLING. BUT FOR THE GUY REBUILDING A
228 ’6] PLYMOUTH OR A "534 PONTIAC, YOU HAVE TO RELY ON USED ORIGI-
NAIL PIECES THAT, WELL, USUALLY LOOK THEIR AGE.
The most common problem with vintage plastic lenses is that
the surface of the lens is so scratched it has a permanent haze
about it, making the lens appear old and dull. And this is to say

nothing of the nicks and deep gouges. But if the sun hasn’t m' nses are cracked or sur-
‘bieachad, ike thase "54 Buick bul-
lats, thers isn't much you can do to
rostorg them. I the pigment has heen

bieached out, no amount of polishing
We recently did a story with Iverson Automotive (952/932- will bring them back, The Gracks are

bleached the pigment out of the plastic, and the lens isn’t cracked
or chipped, the haze and scratches can be sanded out and the lens

made to look new once again.

9026) on restoring and polishing stainless steel and aluminum probably dug fa countless

trim (see “Trim Repair,” SUPER ROD June '02), and while there, heating/cooling eycles courtasy of i
Iverson showed us his method for restoring plastic lenses. Florida's sun. 7
Polishing plastic lenses is nothing new, and most who are familiar
with it are aware that a string-type buffing wheel and a mild
bufting compound are usually used to polish plastic. Often, pol-
ishing is the only effort put forth to bring the lenses back, and
the results are what you'd expect—not bad, but not good, either.
Iverson goes the extra effort of a two-step sanding process, going
down to a fresh surface and removing the imperfections, before
putting the lenses to the buffing wheel. The result is a lens that
looks right at home on a concours restoration. Not bad for pieces
that often would otherwise end up in the trash can. SR

Product Profile

twarson Automotive Dept. SPR, 14704 Karyl Dr., Minnetonka, MN 55345,
952/932-9026, 800/325-0480
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